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ment in the elegant pursuits of literature and landscape garden-
Ing, and employing his high social position, and the confidence
and friendship of the great, to enhance the grace of his literary
patronage; a god to his own circle, and respected beyond it, was
scarcely the sort of man who could have made a master after
Swift's own heart. But any irksomeness in the relation seems
only to have broken out occasionally, and (in spite of the half-
jocular reminiscence,* Faith, he spoilt a fine gentleman!') Swift
looked back on his residence at Moor Park (the house near
Farnham in Surrey which Sir William Temple had recently
acquired, and where he soon took up his abode) as fairly
pleasant. At first, * Swift's position was humble enough: he
acted as amanuensis, and kept the household accounts.
But there was one in that circle whose name was to be linked
with that of Swift in one of the saddest tales by which the
annals of literary history have stirred and attracted human sym-
pathy. In a small house in the grounds of Moor Park, there
lived a Mistress Johnson, widow of a confidential servant of
Sir William Temple's. She had two young daughters : and of
these the elder was Esther Johnson, then eight years of age,
who in her name of Stella represents to posterity the most ro-
mantic and yet the most tragic thread that runs through the life
of Swift. Even in this earlier residence at Moor Park, which
lasted only a year, and when Swift, * a raw and inexperienced
youth,' perhaps imagined slights and injuries which were not
intended, the child seems to have attracted his attention. But
either Temple was too pompous and self-satisfied to be endured,
or Swift's temper was too moody to ,be tolerated, and this early
residence soon came to an end. Swift returned for a time to
Ireland ; found no opening there; came back to Leicester, and
remained for a time in his mother's house, and at last, after
an absence of a year and a half, again took up his residence
with Sir William Temple in the autumn of 1691. This time
Swift's position was much improved. Both patron and de-
pendant had doiibtless come to know one another better, and
to respect one another more * By Temple's help he became
a graduate of Oxford: and, in his own words, 'growing into
some confidence, he was often trusted with affairs of great